Trump Signs Covid Relief Bill Anyway w/o $2000 Checks — To 
Check Or Not to Check 
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Once again, Trump proves to be the premiere example of fake politics, ginning up his base into massive 
battles that are ultimately meaningless and exist on social media and online news outlets. 


Trump appeared interested in doing none of that until Sunday, when days after receiving it, he 
reluctantly signed a Covid relief and government funding bill his own administration helped negotiate 
and that his own aides claimed he’d approved days ago. The delay in signing the package, only to 
approve it after damage was done, is the latest example of Trump’s increasingly erratic behavior in the 
waning days of his term. As he departs office, Trump is intent on wielding — or, in this case, 
withholding — his executive authority in ways that punish his rivals, distract from his loss and ensure 
he remains the center of attention even as a lame duck. On Sunday, as he was preparing to leave for 
dinner at his nearby golf course, Trump offered a tease of his coming move, but still left even his circle 
of advisers in the dark about his intentions. “The Senate will start the process for a vote that increases 
checks to $2,000, repeals Section 230, and starts an investigation into voter fraud,” he wrote. 


This is the endless cycle of Trump gaslighting: create an issue that you will never follow through on, get right 
up the moment of doing the deed, pull out right at the last moment while decrying the Republican 
establishment, wait a few days right up until Armageddon (in this case, a government shutdown), sign the 
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very thing you decried as awful and then we all find out this gaslighting cycle is precisely what happened 
behind the scenes. And in the final blow to keep the base trusting the plan and to add insult to injury as 
regards those not in the Trump cult, rage against the very thing you just signed, while promising something 
yuge is on the way. Rinse and repeat. 


The recent battle over the elusive $2,000 Covid relief checks is an expression of the endless, 
meaningless stupidity of the Trump administration. It is, and always was, “fake politics.” From what 
we've learned, $600 payments was what Trump and Mnuchin were bargaining for from the beginning. 
Thus, Trump’s claim that Congress let the public down with a measly 600 bucks is mendacious, 
oblivious, self-deceiving, or some combination thereof. But for a few days at Christmastime, Trump’s 
fans were able imagine him as “populist” who’s in touch with the people. In fact, Trump only gets in 
touch with the people when there’s blowback to his clueless, I’ll-conceived policies, and he skirts 
responsibility. 


In reality, Trump simply recognized that he messed up once again and wanted to punish Mitch 
McConnell for his disloyalty. A veto would’ve actually been an interesting power play, but you can’t 
expect something actually consequential from this carnival barker. Removing troops form the Middle 
East... The Wall and the government shutdown of 2018-19 ... COVID relief... Healthcare... it’s 
all the same story. Trump lacks a policy vision and macro-strategy, mainly because he surrounds 
himself with the worst combination of people: conventional Republicans and goofy MAGA morons. 
Trump’s pattern is thus to implement conventional Republican polices, which have always been 
unpopular, and then rage against them on Twitter on behalf his fan base. It is an utterly toxic situation. 


Perhaps one of the most galling lies that Trump repeated over and over again during the 2016 campaign was 
the assurance that he was the best deal maker god ever created. This illusion of Trump the businessman 
who would solve all of our problems very quickly was quite childish. What has happened in reality is that 
Trump is the phoniest person imaginable. And that is where the left and right share a delusion, the former 
thinks he’s the second coming of Hitler, the latter thinks he’s the second coming of Christ; when in reality, 
he’s the second coming of Ron Hubbard. No $2000 checks are coming, there is no 4d chess being played, 
there is no plan to trust; it is all one massive grift. Trump /s the grift. 
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